Life and Death

An additional reason for understanding the need for the shedding of blood, by Authorities, to satisfy justice, is seen in God's plan for our salvation:

Genesis 2:17 
'But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, you shall not eat of it: for in the day that you eat thereof you shall surely die.' 


Isaiah 53:10 
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him: He has put Him to grief: when you shall make His Soul an offering for sin...'

The Justice of God demands that the penalty for treason (disobedience to God's Will), is death…both spiritual death (separation from God) and physical death (separation of the soul and spirit from the flesh).

God's Poetic Justice, therefore, demands that the payment for disobedience to His Will is blood.

The Mercy of God has provided the payment for our disobedience, through His own innocent blood…through the life and death of Jesus.
Genesis 22:8…
'God will provide HIMSELF a lamb…' Or as the hymn writer penned…'In Him, a world of lost sinners was slain.' (The Old Rugged Cross)

The remedy for our sin is summed up in the following mystery, which is expressed at the cross: 
II Corinthians 5:21 
'For He has made Him (who knew no sin), to be sin for us, so that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.'

Jesus' death demonstrates the premeditated strength of love and obedience… and it fulfilled the Justice of God through the Righteousness of God. 

Fact #1
The death of Jesus has made us innocent…'He made Him to be sin for us…' is an unconditional fact. However, innocence is not enough to allow us entrance into Heaven.

Fact #2
The phrase…'that we MIGHT be made the Righteousness of God…' is a conditional fact. Only upon our repentance and acceptance of God's free gift of salvation through Jesus, are we indeed reconciled to God, and accepted as heirs of the Kingdom of God, whose ambassadors we now are.

II Corinthians 5:20 
'Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us; we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye reconciled to God.' 

Our death, pending the Rapture of Jesus, is a certainty. 

Romans 3:23 
'For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.'

Romans 6:23 
'For the wages (payment) of sin is death…BUT…the gift of God is Eternal Life through Jesus Christ our Lord.'

Of all people, who need to address the question…'When I die, where will I spend eternity?'…it is members of the military. Our profession has the implicit understanding that we will be asked to give our lives in the course of our duty. Therefore, we do not need to talk about the certainty of death…it will come. Rather we need to talk about the uncertainty of when it will come and where we will spend eternity.
But as Paul states for believers, the sting of death has been removed:
I Corinthians 15:54-58
'So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?' The sting of death is sin: and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as you know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.'

In reality what is death?

Both the author of Hebrews and Paul in writing his 1st letter to the church at Thessalonica, address the issue of who we are, as human beings, 'created in the image of God'…(Genesis 1:26-28)

Hebrews 4:12

'For the word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any 2 edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of (soul) and (spirit) and the joints and marrow (flesh), and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 

I Thessalonians 5:23

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole (spirit) and (soul) and (body) be kept blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

We can therefore state, that a human being, is a unique individual, created in the image of God, and is a spiritual, rational and created being in a mortal body. The author of the book of Ecclesiastes provides a definition of death, as the separation of the spirit (and soul) from our mortal body of flesh. 

Ecclesiastes 12:6-8
'Remember Him (God) before the silver cord is severed, or the golden bowl is broken, or the pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheel broken at the cistern. Then shall the dust (flesh) return to the earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto God who gave it. Vanity of vanities, saith the preacher; all is vanity.'

The Bible is therefore stating that the spirits (and soul) are immortal, which means that it exists forever, but that our flesh, which is dust, will return to the dust from which we came. 


The question then becomes…'Where will our immortal spirit and soul reside?'


In Luke 16:19-31 Jesus tells the parable of Lazarus (the beggar), and the rich man, starting with verse 22 we read;
'And it came to pass that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: The rich man also died, and was buried; 'and in HELL he lifted up his eyes, being in torments, and seeing Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom…for I am in torment in this flame…but now he is comforted, and you are tormented…and beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from here to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come from there.'

Luke 23:42-43

'And he said unto Jesus, Lord remember me when you come into your kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, verily I say unto you, TODAY you will be with me in paradise.'

From this we see that at the time of death our spirit and soul are escorted into either Paradise or Hell, while our fleshly body continues its process of decay, as dust becomes dust. At some, not too distant point in the future, the Bible indicates that the next prophetic event on God's timeline for humanity will occur. Due to the joyful nature of its advent, it has been called 'the Rapture.'

I Corinthians15:51-52 
'Behold, I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep (die), but we shall all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.'


I Thessalonians 4:13-18
'But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep (dead), that you sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep (die) in Jesus will God bring with him.’


I Thessalonians 4:15-18 For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not precede them which are asleep (dead). 'For the Lord Himself, shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore, comfort one another with these word.'

At that time, in an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, the physical bodies of all believers, who throughout the ages have died, will be resurrected and ascend to heaven. These bodies will be changed into new, glorified, incorruptible, immortal bodies (such as Jesus' resurrected, 'glorified body,' who is the 1st born of every creature, and first born from the dead (never to die again!!). (See also Colossians 1:15, 18 and Acts 1:8-11) 

I Corinthians 15:35-58
Verse 42 ‘So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption: it is raised in incorruption.'
Verse 44 ‘It is sown a natural body: it is raised a spiritual body…'
Verses 50-53 'Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God: neither does corruption inherit incorruption. Behold, I show you a mystery: we shall not all sleep (die), but we shall all be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.'

During that same heartbeat, all those believers who have not yet died will then be 'snatched up' to paradise, as their physical bodies are being transformed into glorified and incorruptible bodies. There in Heaven, we will experience paradise in the presence of God the Father, Jesus the Son, and His Holy Spirit, forever, and ever, and ever…..this is final expression of the meaning of ETERNAL LIFE, which begins when we accept Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 

John 5:24 
‘Verily, verily, (truly) I say unto you, he that hears my word and believes on Him that sent me HAS…eternal life, and SHALL NOT…come into condemnation, but IS PASSED…from death unto life.’

John 5:29 
‘And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 'resurrection of life' (being with God forever); and they that have done evil, unto the 'resurrection of damnation (being without God forever).'

Romans 14:10-12 
'…for we shall all (believers) stand before the judgment seat of Christ…'So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.'


In Heaven, each believer will be 'judged,' not as it concerns salvation, but as to the stewardship of our life on earth. That is; where have we invested our lives in eternal values or temporal values.

HOWEVER, the death of a non-believer presents an entirely different situation, and it is only the beginning of an eternity of suffering and anguish in the place designed and prepared for Satan and his rebellious angels.

John 5:29 
'And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 'resurrection of life' (being with God forever): and they that have done evil, unto the 'resurrection of damnation.' (Being without God forever).

Luke 16:19-31 looking at verses 22-28 we see;
'And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torment, and seeing Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue, for I am tormented (suffering) in this flame. But Abraham said, Son, remember that you in your lifetime received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and you are tormented (in pain). And beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from here to you cannot; neither can they pass to us that would come from there. For I have five brothers that he may testify unto them, lest they also come into this place of torment (suffering).' 

As damning as Hell may be, it is not the final abode of the 'lost souls.' The Lake of Fire was prepared as a place of eternal and ultimate suffering for Satan, his angels, the Anti-Christ and his false prophet. The lake of fire and brimstone is also the eternal destination for Death, Hell and its’ inhabitants. (Souls of the non-believing dead). The Lake of Fire is called the 'second death'…a place of eternal separation from the Love of God. 

Revelation 19:20
'And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before Him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshiped his image.' These both were cast alive into a lake of fire 
burning with brimstone.'

Revelation 14:9
'And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of his indignation: and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and him image, and whosoever receives the mark of his name.'

Revelation 20:10
'And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 'second death.'

As the end of God's wrath draws to a close, we see the judgment of un-believing mankind. This is the Great White Judgment throne of the wicked dead…for all who have died without having accepted Jesus as their personal savior and Lord. For all who have rejected, either through ignorance or decision, the redeeming love and sacrificial payment for their sins by Jesus on the cross. 
It is interesting to note that although everyone whose name is not found in the 'Book of Life' will endure 
unimaginable suffering throughout all of eternity, there will also be greater degrees of anguish, as judged
by the 'books of the works of their lives.' 

Revelation 20:11-15
'And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away: and there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God: and the books were opened and another book was opened which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea gave up the dead who were in it: and death and hell delivered up the dead who were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. 

Revelation 21:8
'But the fearful and unbelieving and the abominable and murderers and whoremongers and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone which is the second death.'

Understanding that at this point, every knee will have indeed bowed and every tongue will have acknowledged the name of Jesus, to the glory of God the Father, Philippians 2:8-12 will be fulfilled. Understanding also the absolute horror of even this small glimpse into the gaping, red hot mouth of this hell, should embolden us to embrace the admonition of Jude.

Jude 1:20-23
'But you, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. And on some have compassion, making a difference: and others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire: hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.'


On the Sunday morning chapel service at the US Naval Academy, on 7th of December 1941, Chaplain of the Congress, Peter Marshall felt led by God to change the topic of his sermon, to the topic of death. When analyzing what death is like, he compared it to, as a child, he had fallen asleep on the sofa, and in the morning he had woken up in his own bed, not knowing how he had gotten there. In reality, during the night, his father had come, picked him up and carried him to 'where he belonged.'

To a believer in Jesus, in death we too, fall asleep, and 'wake up where we have always belonged,' because our loving and gracious Father, will pick us up and carry us home. In the sovereign mercy of God, Peter preached this message, not knowing that within hours our country would be plunged into war. Therefore, this may have been the last message concerning the issue of life and death that many of those young men may have heard, before they too died in combat. But they had heard the message of how to trust in God for the salvation of our eternal souls.

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is from the NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.
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