SPIRITUAL WARFARE


WAR:
the absence of peace...the state of armed conflict, hostility, rivalry and contention.


James 4:1-5....Cause of WARS... (From the LUSTS that WAR within our members) 
What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don't they come from your desires that battle within you? You want something but don't get it. You kill and covet, but you cannot have what you want. You quarrel and fight. You do not have, because you do not ask God. When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your pleasures. You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.


VICTORY:

the complete defeat of an enemy or opponent.
Spiritual Battle Plan and Weapons

II Corinthians 10:3-5...Do NOT war after the flesh... 
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.

Our weapons are not carnal... (But spiritual)...Mighty through God.

VICTORY
· Pulling down of strongholds...(sinful habits and attitudes)
· Casting down imaginations...(false arguments)
· Casting down all things that exalt itself verse the knowledge of God... (pride)
· Bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.


Matt 16: 15-18


“But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.”

Perspective: In most military circles...Gates do not attack...so the assault is not by the gates of Hell against the church...but rather...the Gates of Hell shall not prevail against the assault BY the Church...ultimate VICTORY!!


Ephesians 6:10-20

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. 

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

WEAPONS

· Defense:

· RIGHTEOUSNESS
· GOSPEL of PEACE
· SALVATION
· FAITH
· Offence:

· WORD of GOD (TRUTH)

· PRAYER 
Understand the use of your weapons, war a good warfare and realize it is Character and not Technique.

· Holding/Keeping the FAITH ... (Sound Doctrine)
· GOOD CONSCIENCE ...         (Righteous Living)
I Timothy 1:18-19
Timothy, my son, I give you this instruction in keeping with the prophecies once made about you, so that by following them you may fight the good fight, holding on to faith and a good conscience. Some have rejected these and so have shipwrecked their faith.

Is my FAITH great enough to amaze even Jesus?
Matthew 8:5-13

When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help.


"Lord," he said, "my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering."

Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him.

"The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." 

When Jesus heard this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. I say to you that many will come from the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth." Then Jesus said to the centurion, "Go! It will be done just as you believed it would." And his servant was healed at that very hour.

Commit self to the C.O.'s WILL (God, our OIC) 
II Timothy 2:3-4

Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs; he wants to please his commanding officer. 

Count the COST.
Luke 14:25-35

Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: "If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sisters-- yes, even his own life-- he cannot be my disciple. And anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. 

"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has enough money to complete it? For if he lays the foundation and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule him, saying, 'This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.'  

"Or suppose a king is about to go to war against another king. Will he not first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand?  If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off and will ask for terms of peace. 

In the same way, any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. "Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. 

"He who has ears to hear, let him hear."

Hebrews 12:1-6

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." 



Considerations to win the game/war...See the BIG PICTURE...
Verse 1:  
Lay aside (jettison) every weight (hindrance/habit) and SIN which so easily besets us … and let us RUN with PATIENCE, the race (task) that is set before us.

Verse 2
Looking unto JESUS (focus), the author and finisher of our FAITH. (Who was able to ENDURE the cross, DESPISING it's shame...BY...looking beyond the trial to the GOAL, (the JOY set before Him))
Verse 3
FOCUS on Jesus' example to hardship and trial, by sinners against us...OTHERWISE, we will be wearied and FAINT in our MINDS. 
Verse 4
Because we have not even begun to approach the COST Jesus paid...our BLOOD.

· Keep my eyes focused on JESUS...
· Believe the TRUTH...
· Live the TRUTH...
· Use the TRUTH...
· Do the WILL of GOD

                       
Disengage from the world (system)... I John 2:15-16
Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For everything in the world-- the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of what he has and does-- comes not from the Father but from the world.




Spiritual Combat TACTICS...vs...Satan


James 4:7 ...  SUBMIT self to GOD - **RESIST** the Devil....and he will FLEE from you
      
 :8 ...  DRAW NIGH to GOD (and He will draw nigh to you)
· Cleanse your hands (forgiveness and restitution)...Matthew  5:23-24:  18:15-17
· Purify your hearts   Acts  24:16
 :9 ...  HUMBLE yourself in the sight of the Lord...and HE will lift you up...VICTORY
I Peter 5:8-9..Be sober, be vigilant...because our adversary the devil...seeks to devour; 

**RESIST** steadfastly in the faith.
II Timothy 2:22..**FLEE** also youthful lusts..
            FOLLOW righteousness, faith, charity, peace...out of a pure heart.
Matthew 4:1-11...Jesus **RESISTED-WITHSTOOD** the Devil, through the POWER & AUTHORITY of the
                 WORD of GOD..."It is written......"     Luke 4:1-13


Revelation 12:7-17
And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down-- that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ. For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent's reach. Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 
Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring-- those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.

Verse 11;
"And they overcame him by the BLOOD of the LAMB, and by the WORD of their TESTIMONY, and they loved not their lives unto the death."
All Scripture s are from the New International Bible Translation unless otherwise noted.
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